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Tamil Nadu Delegation Comprising Writers and
Media Professionals Visits BHU

The Kashi-Tamil bond is a lived reality, nurtured and
shaped over thousands of years through pilgrimage,
devotion, literature, and intellectual as well as
cultural exchanges. Kashi Tamil Sangamam is not
only strengthening this millennia-old bond but also
facilitating deeper engagement. The third academic
session of Kashi Tamil Sangamam 4.0 deliberated on
this cultural rootedness and civilizational continuity
on Sunday, as writers, journalists, and media
professionals engaged in an insightful discussion
with experts at Banaras Hindu University.

The session, themed “Cultural Rootedness and
Civilizational Continuity: Kashi-Tamil Connection,”
took place at the Pt. Omkarnath Thakur Auditorium,
Faculty of Performing Arts, with a delegation of
writers and media professionals from Tamil Nadu
in attendance.

Shri Amitabh Bhattacharya, senior journalist based
in Varanasi, described Kashi as home to nearly 272
religious and linguistic communities, making it
pluralistic in the truest sense: “Banaras is a journey
of pluralism.” Prof. Sadanand Shahi, Former Head,
Department of Hindi, spoke about reading the Hindi
translation of Alvar poetry and the origins of the
Bhakti movement. Referring to the theme of KTS 4.0,
“Let’s Learn Tamil - Tamil Karkalam,” he emphasized
the importance of learning Indian languages beyond
one’s mother tongue.

Other speakers included, Prof. Sisir Basu; Prof. A.
Gangatharan; Prof. Sanjay Kumar; Ms. Hari Shwetha;
Mr. Dilipan Phugal; Dr. Thulsiraman, Prof. Banibrata
Mahanta; Dr. K. Lakshmanan; Dr. Vivek Singh; and
Dr. Sharon Mano. Writers from the Tamil delegation

presented 14 books to dignitaries on the dais, to be
donated to Banaras Hindu University.

The delegation also visited the Mahamana Archives,
where they viewed the archives’ exhibition. Several
photographs on display piqued their curiosity. Prof.
Dhruv Kumar Singh, Convener, Mahamana Archives,
answered their questions regarding the photographs
and letters. A panel specifically related to Tamil Nadu
attracted significant attention. The delegation was
particularly impressed by the copies of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan’s handwritten letters. During the visit,
Prof. Sanjay Kumar, Coordinator, Malaviya Moolya
Anusheelan Kendra, and Dr. Naveen Jain, Assistant
Archivist, along with archive students, were present.

Earlier in the day, the delegation visited Bharat Kala
Bhavan, where they viewed one of the museum’s most
prized bronze sculptures: a Chola-era bronze Nataraja
statue, gifted to the museum in 1956 by the then
Governor of Tamil Nadu, Sri Prakasa. The delegates
observed the statue closely and gained deep insights
into Shaiva philosophy and Chola craftsmanship.
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